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“Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. 6 In all 

thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.”  Proverbs 3:5-6 

When I think of the goodness of the Lord and God’s greatness, I know that God is still in control. 

While we are embracing another month of social distancing from family and friends, we must use 

this time to connect and draw closer to God. This season has been a time of reflecting and 

refreshing for me. As I truly miss the Asbury Jessup family, I have been trying to stay connected 

with weekly words of encouragement on Wednesday by Minister Jaylen Johnson, TGIF words of 

inspiration by Minster Kent Smith and I have been delivering God’s Word every Sunday morning 

to stay connected! For my seniors who have underlying conditions I have been checking on them 

and making sure “all is well.” 

I want to give a special shoutout to all the ministries who have been diligently working to keep 

the fire burning at Asbury! My finance committee have been truly AWESOME during this time 

in making sure that our parishioners are continuing to send in their tithes through the many 

channels of giving! We are extremely gracious for the donations of nonmembers who are being 

fed with God’s Word through social media. For those members who are waiting to get back into 

the church to resume giving, may be missing out on their blessings from God. 

Message from the Pastor  
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As we continue to plan for re-opening the church, I am making sure that when this takes place 

that we are all protected from this Pandemic. I have received weekly calls of “when will the 

church re-open” and my answer is when the deaths have decreased, and we are at full capacity as 

a state. As for now, we will continue with our virtual worship and know that the “church is in 

you”. Please be patient as God reveals to us of that day when we will all get together to sing 

hymns praises! 

I am so grateful for my husband and two sons who have embraced the worship service in our 

home. Cameron has served willingly as the cameraman, the barber and the stage director of our 

weekly taping. I don’t know what I would do without him. I want to say after three months of not 

seeing my mother, sisters and brothers, we were able to see them after three months!  

I truly believe that a family that prays together stays together! Continue to trust God for direction. 

In the meantime, please continue to give your time, tithes, and your talents. 

Peace and Love,  

Pastor Gay 

 A native of Gaithersburg, MD, Joshua Sommerville is a singer, pianist, music 

director, and composer who graduated from Towson University with a Bachelor of 

Science in Music. Mr. Sommerville started his music journey at the age of 5 

cultivating his skills at the piano. He began a professional career as a musician/choir director/singer at the age of 14.  

Throughout his career, he has had the privilege of working with many esteemed artists such as the late Dr. Walter 

Turnbull  (Director of the Harlem Boys Choir), Dr. Ysaye Barnwell (Grammy Award-winning vocal group Sweet Honey in 

the Rock), Stanley Thurston, Bill Colosimo, Dr. Karen Kennedy, Dr. Joyce Garrett, Patrick Lundy, Richard Odom, Dr. 

Stephen Holmes, Dr. Marco Merrick, Twinkie Clark, and many more. 

He founded three semi-professional groups: His W.I.L. Community Choir, Unique Sounds of Love, and To Be Continued 

Youth Choir. Each group has been recognized and admired for their ability to sing multiple genres of music as well as their 

strong stage presence. He also created the acclaimed workshop, How Much Do You Love It? that has traveled to Bermuda, 

Italy, Guatemala, Germany, and Africa. 

“We are thrilled that Joshua is joining our music staff. He brings to the team an extensive knowledge of gospel music and 

conducting, as well as improvisation and arranging. 
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Honor roll students for the third marking period.  

Principal Honor Roll (All A's) 

Kennedy Smith 

Makayla Wilson 

 

A/B Honor Roll 

Naima Smith 

Bridgette Colbert 

Jaylen Johnson 

Tristian Johnson 

Tyra Quander 

Taliyah Quander 

Saint Johnson 
 

(College) Dean's List 

Tayana Ketchel 
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YOUTH OF ASBURY JESSUP 

Here we are again:  After approximately four months into the Pandemic, we are now entering 

Phase II of the shutdown, when businesses can reopen at 50 percent.  When this Pandemic hit, 

it caused all types of businesses to close (schools, churches, nursing homes, etc.) forcing us to 

wear facial masks, social distancing, excessive washing of our hands—new norm.  As a result 

of the nationwide shutdown of schools, young people were unable to attend the normal 

graduation ceremony and walk across the stage to accept their diplomas.  They could not 

attend their high school prom or even go to the homecoming game/parade.  This is something 

that every child looked forward to.  We know that this has been a very challenging and difficult 

time for many of us, especially our young people.  Therefore, Asbury-Jessup would like to 

recognize our 2020 GRADUATES.  A virtual pizza party is planned in your honor at 6:00 PM on 

Thursday, June 25, 2020.  We salute you and say CONGRATULATIONS on your 

accomplishment(s).  We are proud of you!!!  
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YOUTH CHALLENGE/COMPETITION 

Now that school is closed, the Youth Committee has 

implemented a challenge for our young people from ages 10-18 

years old.  It is requested that all of our young people participate 

in this competition.  During the month of July, you are to write an 

essay on the Pandemic (COVID-19).  The essay should include 

your thoughts on wearing face masks, excessive hand washing 

and social distancing and the impact or effect it had on you.  It should be 350-500 words typed 

or handwritten.  If handwritten, it must be legible or it will be disqualified.  The best essay will 

be printed in the fall newsletter. Please email your essay to Olivia Allen at 

oallen1255@msn.com.  The deadline for submission is July 31, 2020. 

In closing, as we continue to work through this Pandemic, I encourage you to continue to trust 

God, keep the faith and know that God did not bring us this far to leave us. 

“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in time of trouble.  Therefore we will not 

fear.”…  Psalm 46:1-2 

Peace and Love, 
 
Olivia C. Allen 
Youth Coordinator 
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Kema Smith 
My southern roots are shining.  During this time, I was able to spend the time picking 

strawberries and blackberries and have made my own jam.  Also, I have grown a nice 

vegetable garden in our backyard; peppers, onions, tomatoes, squash, cucumbers and 

other vegetables and fruits.  I am on to my next project which is using the cucumbers to 

make bread and butter pickles.  Georgia has opened up most businesses, but I am only 

going out for work and the basic necessities.  

To my Asbury Family, please stay safe and Be Blessed 

  

 

 
JULY 
 

7/6 -  Audrey Matthews 
7/15 -  Diane Giddings 
7/16 -  Kendra Moore 
7/21 -  Terrence Green 
7/25 -  Taeron Flemming 
 
AUGUST 
 
8/10 -  Dale Allen, Sr. 
8/11 -  Keven Eldridge 

8/13 -  Michael Allen 
8/15 -  Zyshan Bryant 
8/18 -  Myrle Karimian 
8/19 -  Devin Davis 
8/20 -  Aalyiah Bishop 
8/21 -  Chad Carden 
8/22 – Josiah Maker, Brian Curley  
8/22 -  Wayne Dorsey 
8/23 -  Shrienna Hill 
8/26 -  Ronald Wilson, Jr 
. 
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Prayer List 
Dana Allen 

Sandra Carroll 

Lelia Evans 

Diane Giddings 

Felicia Hall 

John Matthews 

Vera Miller 

Marion Moore 

Delores Green 

Jeanette Young 
 

Sick & Shut In 

Bernice Wilson 
Linda Bishop 
E’Otree Allen 

Jamie Hale 
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10420 Guilford Road 
Jessup, Maryland 20794 

The Reverend. Gay Green-Carden 
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301-490-9295 

 

 

 

 

Virtual Worship Service 

 

YouTube   
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCamUWEYVNjgtR2jY

MgFb9fQ 

FaceBook  https://www.facebook.com/aumc.jessup 

SUNDAY – Message from Our Pastor  
Rev. Gay Green-Carden 
WEDNESDAY Message delivered by Minister 
Jaylen Johnson 
FRIDAY -TGIF – Thank God I’m Free Friday 
delivered by Minister Kent Smith 

 

The Voice 

Editor 

Vera Miller 

Assistant Editor 

Lesa Lindsay 

Chief Editor 

Reverend Gay Green-Carden 

Distribution 

Nellie Butler  

 

The Voice 

Mission Statement 
“Connect to God, Ignite the Holy Spirit, and Spark others to be  

ON FIRE FOR JESUS CHRIST!” 
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